
English Lesson Plan 
Topic: Story Elements: Character 
Grade:     5/6                                                                             Time: 80 minutes 
 
Expectations 
Curricular Expectations: 
Reading 
2.4 identify various elements of style – including word choice and the use of similes, 
personification, comparative adjectives, and sentences of different types, lengths, and structures 
– and explain how they help communicate meaning  
 
Writing 
1.4 sort and classify ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways 
2.3 use some vivid and/or figurative language and innovative expressions to add interest  
 
 
Learning Goals: 
Students will be able to create a character description using the “show don’t tell” method. 
Students will be able to identify what elements make a good story character. 
 
Part 1: Getting Started/Minds on 
Give students 1 minute to brainstorm their favourite book or story characters by writing them down 
on a scrap piece of paper. 
 
Class discussion: 

• What traits to your characters share? 
• Are there similarities/differences across the characters listed? 
• Can you remember what their interests/hobbies are? 

 

Part 2: Action 
 
-Students complete the Main Character Worksheet (15 minutes) 

• Ask students: what is important to include when you describe yourself to me, as someone 
who does not really know you? 

• What types of details are relevant, what types of details are not? 
 
Read students two character descriptions using slideshow. (20 minutes) 
 
Passage 1: 
Alex walked into the room nervously. She was scared for her first day of grade 4 because she did not 
know what to expect. She had brown hair and hazel eyes, and was pretty shy. Her favourite hobbies 
were reading lots of different types of books and baking using new recipes she would find on the 
internet and in cookbooks. 
 



Passage 2: 
Alex stood at the classroom entrance with her hazel eyes darting back and forth across the room, 
and a bead of sweat dripping down her forehead. Her wavy brown hair flowed down her back, and 
swayed side to side as she slowly tip-toed through the classroom door. From the corner of her eye, 
she noticed a colourful book shelf with hundreds of books. A smile lit up her face and she darted 
towards the shelf, in awe of all the different types of books she would be able to read. She could find 
recipes and cookbooks galore! Her tense shoulders relaxed, and she took a deep breath. Maybe 
grade 4 wouldn’t be so bad after all! 
 

• The first has minimal detail, does not use juicy words, and “tells” rather than “shows” the 
reader about the character. 

• Discussion: 
o What characteristics does Alex have? 
o What are Alex’s interests/hobbies? 
o How does Alex feel when she walks in the classroom? 

 
• The second description is detailed, uses interesting vocabulary, is rich in imagery. 

o Discussion: 
§ What characteristics does Alex have? 
§ What are Alex’s interests/hobbies? 
§ How does Alex’s feel when she walks in the classroom? 

 
• Did you notice that although both passages are describing the exact same character, the 

author shows us rather than tells us about the character in the second passage? 
o Ie; the author does not use the word nervous to describe Alex, but we still know that 

she is nervous. How is this so? What key words tell you Alex is nervous?  
 

• Emphasize importance of being detailed in your character development. Encourage students 
to think about a book or story that they did not like very much, and one that they did. 
Chances are, the one they like is enticing and allows the reader to visualize. This is the power 
of showing the reader what we want them to understand, rather than telling them. 

 
Part 3: Consolidation/Debrief 

(20 minutes) Using the Main Character sheet, ask students to write a short paragraph (5-7 
sentences) describing them as a character in a short story. They can choose what the scenario is, or 
I can offer them a mock scenario if they prefer. 

 
 
Resources needed: 
 
Main Character Worksheet  



	

YOU ARE THE MAIN CHARACTER!

Internal and external traits
Strengths

Ms. R wants to get to know you! Imagine you are the main character in a
short story. What would you want your readers to know about you?
Think about…

Name: Date:

Interests
Likes/ Dislikes
Personality traits

	


